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Daphne woman seeks playground for disabled children

_By Thomas Boni
Staff Writer
tboni@gulfcoastnewspapers.com

Frances Harrell is on a mis-
sion.

For Harrell, that means
finding a playground for
wheelchair-users like Stephen
Scott, her 8-year-old grandson
who is diagnosed with cere-
bral palsy and uses either a
walker or wheelchair for
mobility. But when Stephen
visits his grandmother in
Daphne, a trip to Centennial
Park is usually out of the
question, Harrell said.

“We used to go real early in
the morning before anyone
was there, but I haven’t taken
him to the park in two years,”
she said. “I haven’t, ‘cause
there’s nothing to do for him.”

Harrell said when Stephen
was younger, she would lift
him onto the jungle gym for
his favorite activities. But
these days, she only takes
Stephen to the park if his sis-
ter, Johannah, 11, or his
cousin, Devin House, 13, can
assist him with the play-
ground equipment, grabbing
his legs while he crosses the
monkey bars, or. monitoring
his movements during other
activities.

Harrell said after Stephen

grew too heavy for her to
carry, fewer visits to
Centennial Park made her
realize that children with dis-
abilities were undeserved in
their playtime options. Her
stance solidified after witness-
ing a field trip Stephen
attended with his classmates
at Spanish Fort Elementary
School.

“We went to the hospital —
they had a field trip there —
then we  stopped at
Centennial Park and ate
lunch, and I dreaded it, ‘cause
I knew he can’t get on any-
thing,” she said, referring to
the playground equipment.
“We've got a young boy in a
wheelchair, another who is
autistic and we sit. They sit at
the picnic table and that's it.

“These children already
know they have a handicap,
we don’t got to throw it in
their face that you've just got
to be here in the corner,” she
added.

To ensure wheelchair-users
can fully participate in play-
time, Harrell took her con-
cerns to Mayor Fred Small
and Ken Eslava, Public Works
director and parks coordina-
tor. Last month, with Stephen
by her side, Harrell spoke to
the Daphne Recreation Board
on the needs of children who

Centennial Park. Stephen’s

Thomas Boni/staff photo
Stephen Scott, 8, crosses the monkey bars with help from
his cousin, Devin House, 13, at a recent family outing at

randmother, Frances Harrell,

hopes that Daphne will provide additional playground equip-

ment for wheelchair-users.

rely on artificial means for
mobility, and have fewer
recreation opportunities.
Harrell said, “I told them,
‘If you play golf and you ain’t

got no clubs, how many times
are you gonna go to the golf
course and just sit there and

See PLAY GROUND, Page 3A
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